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National News
Solicitor brand campaign – don't miss out





Launched on 14 June, our advertising campaign on behalf of the profession aims to help solicitors attract new business and retain existing clients.  This year's campaign focuses on the reassurance to be gained by seeking advice from a properly qualified professional.  How you can get involved:

- Order promotional materials free of charge to help promote your own business.
- Order or download our popular series of guides for the general public on dealing with common legal problems.
- Contact our press team for PR advice and support throughout the campaign 
Order free campaign materials and find out more
Defending Legal Aid

The Law Society's objective is to persuade the government to guarantee an adequately funded legal aid system ensuring quality representation and access to justice for all. Our What Price Justice campaign is supported by many of the most influential lobbying organisations in the country.
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/newsandevents/news/majorcampaigns/view=newsarticle.law?CAMPAIGNSID=247074
Civil contract tenders
We now have specific figures from the Legal Services Commission (LSC) confirming the impact of the tendering round. Of 2400 family firms, only 1300 have been allocated a contract. Around 30 per cent of firms bidding for social welfare law categories have been unsuccessful.
Read more - http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/newsandevents/news/view=newsarticle.law?NEWSID=429205
The Law Society seeks an urgent review, read more - http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/newsandevents/news/view=newsarticle.law?NEWSID=429074
Contact your MP 

You can help our lobbying by highlighting the issue to your MP and urging them to contact the legal aid minister. Download below our briefing on contacting your MP.

Briefing your MP - Word version (69kb)
Briefing your MP - PDF version (96kb)
PII: guide to choosing a broker

In the lead up to the PII renewal deadline, the Law Society has published a guide to choosing insurance brokers.  Produced with assistance from the British Insurance Brokers' Association, the guide provides a checklist of points to consider in selecting the right broker for your requirements.  Download the guide: www.lawsociety.org.uk/professionalindemnity
The new SRA Handbook and Outcomes Focused Regulation

‘The SRA has now completed the first stage of its programme of roadshows leading to the introduction of outcomes focused regulation and alternative business structures in October 2011’ writes Chares Plant, SRA Chairman in the Gazette.  ‘We are determined to continue our dialogue with the profession on these and other objectives, and we were pleased with the active response we encountered … At the heart of the regime will be a new online SRA Handbook - http://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/freedom-in-practice/new-handbook/draft-code.page - now in draft on the SRA website. The structure and content of the handbook are not set in stone. You can help shape events by taking part in the associated consultation, ‘The architecture of change: the SRA’s new Handbook’.

http://www.lawgazette.co.uk/opinion/by-the-book/outcomes-focused-regulation-what-your-firm-needs-build
Solicitor Regulation Authority – fairer PC fees

The SRA is introducing a fairer fee system, reflecting regulatory activity by allocating less of the cost to individuals and more to private practice firms (between 60 per cent and 80 per cent of regulatory activity is focused on firms rather than individuals).  This means the individual fee will be substantially lower than at present. http://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/pc-registration-renewal/fees.page
AML conference well received
Over 180 delegates attended the Law Society's annual AML conference in London on 10 June 2010.  Read June’s AML newsletter for more information on AML matters:
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/newsandevents/news/view=newsarticle.law?NEWSID=428474
Legal Service Board - latest

The LSB has published a consultation on proposals for the levy on Approved Regulators to recoup the ongoing running costs for the LSB and Legal Ombudsman. The consultation closes on Wednesday 29 September 2010.  
http://www.legalservicesboard.org.uk/news_publications/latest_news/pdf/levy_consultation_paper_final_080710.pdf
The LSB has also published a compendium of essays on the future landscape for the sector, bringing together top academics and industry figures to plot the future course for legal services delivery. http://www.legalservicesboard.org.uk/news_publications/press_releases/2010/pdf/14_june_conference_papers_master.pdf
Legal ombudsman on course for launch date
Planned to go live on 6 October, the Legal Ombudsman will not only replace the existing Legal Services Ombudsman, but also the Legal Complaints Service.  
‘Our priority now is to work with the legal profession, the advice sector and consumers to make sure people understand how we will work and how they can find us’ says Adam Sampson, chief legal ombudsman.

http://www.legalombudsman.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/100625-Legal-Ombudsman-announces-plans-to-open-on-6-October-2010.pdf
Risk and compliance: new member service this was in June review
Since its launch last month, the Law Society’s new risk & compliance service has received over 300 new members, with more signing up every day.  The service provides tools, support and expertise to help you develop a coordinated approach to risk management and compliance.
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/productsandservices/specialinterest/riskandcompliance.page
Sign up to your new in-house lawyers newsletter

In-house lawyers are invited to swww.lawsociety.org.uk/newsletters ign up to In-house Forum, bringing you the latest news on regulation, international and Parliamentary updates, features, management tips, and forthcoming training and events. The first edition came out on 22 June. 
Sign up now at: 
Subscribe to Professional Update to receive updates on important news:

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/newsandevents/newsletters.law
North West News, Events & Training
Developing and implementing business continuity plans in law firms (21 September, Manchester) 

The Law Society's one-day training course on developing and implementing business continuity plans in law firms provides participants with a highly-interactive and focused programme.

The content covered in the course also links in to the core requirements of the Lexcel Practice Management Standard to help you to improve performance within specific areas of your business or leverage what you have learned in the course as part of an overall approach to achieving best practice management by reducing risks and improving client care across your firm.

http://services.lawsociety.org.uk/events/node/52278
Lexcel Fundamentals Training: Effective Management of Firm and Client Information – Manchester (6 October 2010) 

The Law Society’s one-day training course on Effective Management of Firm and Client Information provides participants with a highly-interactive and focused agenda.  The content covered in the course also links in to the core requirements of the Lexcel Practice Management Standard to help you to improve performance within specific areas of your business or leverage what you have learned in the course as part of an overall approach to achieving best practice management by reducing risks and improving information management strategies across your firm.

http://services.lawsociety.org.uk/events/node/52566
MLRO groups

Further North West MLRO networking groups will be held in the autumn and further details will be published shortly.
SRA roadshow visits Manchester and Liverpool 
As part of its roadshow into Outcomes Focused Regulation the SRA visited Manchester and Liverpool in June.  For those who missed these roadshows a copy of the presentation notes can be downloaded from the SRA’s roadshow page: http://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/freedom-in-practice/news-events/roadshows-2010.page.  Also a video of the Liverpool session will be made available to view shortly, for other videos resources on OFR please got to http://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/freedom-in-practice/video/video.page
Judicial Appointments
The number of applications from solicitors for the role of civil district judge almost doubled in the last selection round according to data published by the Judicial Appointments Commission (JAC).  Of those applications 72% were solicitors, 40% were women, 7% were BME, and 4% were disabled people.
http://www.judicialappointments.gov.uk/static/documents/News_Release_JAC_Diversity_Statistics_Oct09Mar10.pdf
The JAC has updated its selection exercise programme for vacancies forecast by Her Majesty's Court Service, Tribunals Service and other tribunals:
http://www.judicialappointments.gov.uk/index.htm
Local Awards Success

Have you or your firm won an award?  Please tell us about it and we will be happy to post your success in this report.  
North West Law Societies

ANWLS (Association of North West Law Societies

Association of North West Law Societies Dinner - 23rd September 2010 

The speaker will be the Chair of the Office of Legal Complaints, Elizabeth France.   The dinner will be held on the 23rd September at; 

The Forest Hills Hotel

Frodsham 
Cheshire

The evening will commence between 6pm and 6.30pm. A three course dinner will be served and the event attracts 2 CPD points. The cost is £25.

To book please send a cheque for £25 made payable to ANWLS c/o The Law Society, PO Box 503, Bury, BL8 9EQ

Liverpool Law Society 

Conkerton Memorial Lecture in Liverpool.

The Conkerton Memorial Fund (a registered charity) was set up to recognise the devotion of Mr. and Mrs. Conkerton to the furtherance of legal education and with the specific intention of bringing together the legal profession and students of law at the two Universities of the City.  

For more details and for bookings; http://www.liverpoollawsociety.org.uk/social-events/conkerton-memorial-lecture-opening-new-legal-year

North West Junior Lawyers 
JLD NW
Further events are currently under consideration and details will be published on the JLD NW webpage in due course. 
Consultations
Outcomes-focused regulation - transforming the SRA's regulation of legal services (closes 27 July)

The SRA is transforming its approach to regulation for the benefit of consumers.   It recognises that significant reform of its traditional approach is necessary if it is to be a "fit for purpose" regulator fit for the new legal landscape brought in by the Legal Services Act 2007.   In particular, the SRA recognises that its current rule book is detailed and prescriptive.  It tends to lead to the use of resources which could better be deployed on higher-risk areas and doesn't help the SRA to get the best out of its relationship with the profession.  Even in the current marketplace it becomes increasingly difficult for detailed rules to keep pace with change.  This will be even more so with the liberalised legal landscape starting in October 2011.  A rule book needs to be fit for purpose.

The SRA’s regulatory approach needs to be more effective, proportionate and targeted so it can consistently regulate a greater range of legal service providers with a targeted, risk-based approach.  Read more at http://www.sra.org.uk/sra/consultations/OFR-consultation.page
Architecture of change: the SRA’s new Handbook (closes 20 August)

The SRA signalled its move to outcomes-focused regulation (OFR) in its strategy paper "Achieving the right outcomes" in January, and in its April consultation paper "Solicitors Regulation Authority: Outcomes-Focused Regulation – Transforming the SRA's regulation of legal services".  This paper represents the first major step in the practical implementation of OFR through the development of the SRA Handbook of regulations.  At the same time it introduces the regulatory requirements for alternative business structures (ABSs), which the SRA intends to license from October 2011.  The new Handbook will be published in April 2011 and implemented on 6 October 2011.  Read more at 
http://www.sra.org.uk/sra/consultations/OFR-handbook-May.page
New Practice Notes
Professional indemnity insurance (8 June 2010)

We have updated our advice on professional indemnity insurance (PII) to reflect recent developments in the soliciutors’ PII market, including the upcoming changes to the Assigned Risks Pool and the definition of success practice.

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/productsandservices/practice notes/piinsurance.page
Defendants’ costs orders (17 June 2010)

This practice note explains the processes for applying for defendants' costs order in criminal cases, when your client is acquitted following a trial, has the charge discontinued, or is successful on appeal.

The latest version covers the decision in R (The Law Society) v The Lord Chancellor, explaining the ruling's effect and how solicitors should deal with past orders that may have been made under the invalid regulations. 

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/productsandservices/practicenotes/costsorders/4546.article
The Law Society, North West contact details
Regional Manager: Joanne McLeod
Email: Joanne.mcleod@lawsociety.org.uk 

Telephone: 0161 763 6821
Regional Development Executive: Rav Hothi
Email: rav.hothi@lawsociety.org.uk
Telephone: 0161 483 4888
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